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AN EXPLANATION 
Of the 25th Chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel. 
By W. Batrovur. 
(Cuneluded.) 
But let us inquire, Ist. Were there any false 
rofessors in the kingdom of heaven when our 
ord came at the end of the age ? This needs no 
proof, for it is notorious, and universally adinitted. 
There were foolish virgins, and servants who had 
not improved their talents: See also chap. 24: 
10—12. And see the epistles, for complaints 
made of professors by the apostles: When Christ 
came to reckon with his servants he found some 
faithful and watchful, but others saying, my Lord 
delayeth his coming; counting him an hard mas- 
ter, smiting their fellow servants, and eating and 
drinking with the drunken. When he ascended 


to God’s right hand, he was like a man travelling | 


into a far country to receive unto himself a king- 
dom. See Luke 19: 12—27. Atthe end of the 
age, he returned, having received his kingdom, 
and called his servants to an account of their con- 
duct during his absence. Before he went away, 


he commanded all to be faithful and watchful till | 
and his angels; or the Jews, the opposers of 


his return. But such was the state in which he 
found the kingdom of heaven when he returned. 
The whole slumbered and slept. Many were 
found neither looking for, nor prepared for his 
coming. He had forewarned them of the conse- 
quences, and this third division of chap. 25. sets 
forth the rewards and punishments which he then 
awarded tothem. That much is said in the New 
Testament, to excite their hopes and fears relative 
to our Lord’s coming at the end of the Jewish 
dispensation, no one, we think, will question. 
But where do we find what our Lord promised or 
threatened, fulfilled, but in this very discourse, 
and which goes to show that the view I have 
given of it is substantially correct ? 

2d. Did aseparation take place at the end of 
the Jewish age, between true and false professors 


in the kingdom of heaven, or, between the goats | the Jews for near ‘4 yea 
the Jewish use of the term everlasting it may 
| well be called an everlasting fire or punishment. 


and sheep ? Nothing can be more certain. This 
separation is described under other figures, such 
as a separation between chaff and wheat, Matth. 


a. 
uv. 


11, 12. 10: 23. and 16: 27, 28. 
purged his floor. 
shore, and the good and bad fishes separated. 


The tares were gathered to be burned, and the | was then called the Roman empire ? 
ga Indeed, none but such as | 
endured to the end were saved ; Matth. 24: 13. | 


wheat into the garner. 
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| divideth his sheep from the goats, is in allusion to 
‘the business of a shepherd, and to Christ who is 
|called the good shepherd, and his true disciples, 
sheep. His placing the sheep on the right hand, 
and the goats on the left, is probably in reference 
to judictal trials, as may be seen above in a quo- 
tation from Jahn. The rule of judgment was, 
offices of kindness performed or not performed 
towards Christ’s disciples. The similarity of the 
language used, chap. 24: 45, 46. and chap. 25: 
34—41. deserves the reader’s notice. In the first 
it is ‘blessed is that servant whom his Lord, 
when he cometh, shall find so doing.” And in 
the last, “come ye blessed of my father inherit 
‘the kingdom.” Compare 2 Tim. 1: 15—18. 
And Rom. 16: 3, 4. as actual exansples of such 
kind offices performed. 
3d. What everlasting punishment and eternal 
life did those persons go away into, after this sepa- 
ration? Ist. What everlasting punishment did 
the goats goaway into’? The same as the ever- 
lasting fire, verse 41. which in the one verse is 





expressed figuratively, and in the other plainly. 
This everlasting fire was prepared for the devil 


Christianity. To them was the Gospel first 
preached ; by them it was first rejected, and for 
them this punishment is said to have been pre- 
pared. But observe, it is not, like the kingdom 
\for the righteous, said to Have pe enree 
piers the foundation of the world. hat then 
was the everlasting fire or punishment prepared 
for the Jews the avowed enemies of Christ and 
his Gospel, for these false professors are said to 
go away into fhe same or similar punishment ; I 
answer, the kingdom of God was taken from 
them. And I shall show on 2 Thess. 2. that they 
have been punished with everlasting destruction 














The net then was drawn to) 


from the presence of the Lord in his worship and 


|service. Blindness of mind, hardness of heart, 
|| and dreadful temporal 


judgments have come on 


eighteen hundred years. In 


‘It is then agreeable to fact, that those of the king- 


12. Tares and wheat; and good and bad||dom of heaven not found watchful and faithful, 
fishes ; Matth. 13: 30—48. See also Matth. 8 : || or bringing forth the fruits of the Gospel, did go 
Christ’s fan || away into, or have suffered a similar punishment. 
| Where are now the seven churches of Asia ? 


Indeed where is any church throughout what 
Their can- 


dlestick is removed out of its place. Those na- 


tions, have been given up to blindness of mind 
What is said about separating them as a shepherd || and hardness of heart very similar to the Jews, 
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ond that they have suffered severe temporal judg- | 
ments none will deny. The most inveterate su: | 
perstitions prevail among them. The nations 
who would not submit to him, or who have 
corrupted his religion after being favored with it, 
have suffered similar punishment, and it has been 
of such long continuance, that it may well be 
called everlasting. Christians who enjoy the 
gospel, tacitly allow, both Jews and heathen to 
be in a miserable condition, by their attempts to 
convert them to the faith of Christ. But after | 
all the time, and labor, and money spent to effect | 
this, the situation of those nations is not much | 
more hopeful than that of the Jews. If there 
be any blessedness in believing the gospel, and |, 
being governed by the laws of Jesus, then there | 
is misery in unbelief, superstition and wickedness ; | 





And entering into the joy of their Lord, 21, 9g. 
And to inherit this kingdom is to enjoy all the 
blessings and privileges of it. See Rom. 14: 17. 
Matth. 8: 11, 12. and Luke 22: 29, 30. My 
views, then, accord with the nature of the king- 
dom Christ received from the father, the throne 
on which he sits, and his rule of government in 
it, and which, at the period called the end, he is 
to deliver upto God the father, 1 Cor. 15: 24— 
28. To this kingdom he had a right to invite all 
those who endured to the end, chap. 24: 13. and 
to punish all those who said, ‘‘we will not have 
this man to rule over us.” 

It has long been considered one of the strongest 
arguments in favor of eternal misery, that the 
same Greek word is rendered here cverlasting and 
eternal, and applied both to life and punishment. 


and both on a national and individual scale, the | It is hence inferred, that if the punishment is not 


nation or individual in such a condition cannot | 


but be miserable. 


endless, neither is life. Universalists do not ad- 


} mit this, for they adduce some texts where ever- 


21. But what life eternal did the righteous, or | lasting is used in the same verse, where it is 
the sheep, go away into? As the everlasting || allowed by their opponents that it is used both 


punishment, verse 46. is the same as the everlast- | 
ing fire, verse 41. so is the life eternal, verse 46. 
the same as the kingdom said to be prepared from 
the foundation of the world. What kingdom, | 
then, was this ? What kingdom could it be, but | 
that which was taken from the Jews, and given 

to the Gentiles, called often the kingdom of hea- | 
ven and the kingdom of God in the New Testa- | 
ment, and the kingdom likened unto the ten | 
virgins, verse l. The kingdom, which Jesus went | 
away toreceive for himself when he ascended to | 
the father, and on the throne of which he is rep- | 
resented as sitting, and calling his servants to aa | 
account when he returned. This kingdom is | 
called the everlasting kingdom of our Lord Jesus | 
Christ, and does not consist in meat and drink, | 
but in righteousness and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. That such a kingdom, or life eter-| 
nal, was expected, is evident, for our Lord said, | 
Luke 21: 31, 32. ““‘When ye see these things 
come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God | 
is nigh at hand. Verily I say unto you, this gen- | 
eration shall not pass away till all be fulfilled.” 


in a limited and unlimited sense. But if my 
views are found correct, it puts a final end to this 
argument and mode of reasoning, for everlasting 
is not used in either case to express endless dura- 
tion. A brief sketch of my views of the phrase 
‘‘everlasting life,” has been given above, and some 
things may just be noticed here in confirmation 
of them. 

Ist. It isconcluded by many, that this chapter 
contains an account of the end of this world, and 
the day of judgment. But why is such a conclu- 
sion drawn? for certainly, though it speaks of 
everlasting fire, everlasting punishment, and life 
eternal, it gives no intimation that these are suf- 
fered or enjoyed after death, the resurrection, or 
in another state of existence. The general usage 
of the word everlasting, is against such a conclu- 
sion; and it is beyond all debate, that this term 
is applied in other texts to the temporal punish- 





ment of the Jews, which no one believes to be of 
endless duration. Besides, the whole scope of our 
Lord’s discourse shows, that here the word ever- 


|| lasting is used to express the duration of this-very 


And verse 28. ‘*When these things begin to come punishment, and is the fulfilment of what Daniel 


to pass, then look up and lift up your heads, for 
your redemption draweth near.” 
or life eternal, might be said to be prepared for 
them from the foundation of the world, for it was 
included in the promise of Christ from the be- 
ginning. 

It is an unsupported assertion, from any part of 
our Lord’s discourse, that this kingdom, or the 
life eternal enjoyed by the righteous, is the hap- 
piness of the heavenly state. But the view I 
have given is amply supported both by it and 
other parts of Seripture. , 


It is the same as going 
in with the bridegroom tothe marriage, verse 10. 





predicted, chap. 12: 2. considered above. This 


This kingdom, | is confirmed from the word kolasis, here rendered 


| punishment. Parkhurst says it comes from kolazo, 
|to punish, and it comes from cla in the Hebrew, 
\ which signifies to restrain. This punishment, 
' then, is for the purpose of restraining the subjects 
| of it, and not, as we are sometimes told, for “the 
\| glory of divine justice in their eternal misery ; 
| or, that “the happiness of the righteous may be 
sweetened in seeing the smoke of their torment 


| ascend up forever and ever.” The sense giver 
I 


by Parkhurst to the above words is supported by 
See 1 John 4; 18. Acts 


their Scripture usage. 
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4: 21. 2 Peter 2: 9. Onthis last text see my | 
answer to Mr. Sabine. The word rendered pun-| 
ishment in both places, is a confirmation of my | 
opinions. 

2d. The life eternal, verse 46. and the king- 
dom the righteous are called to inherit, verse 36. 
are the same, or the life eternal is to be enjoyed 
in this kingdom. It has then been shown faa 
that eternal life was promised to Christ’s disciples 
in the world to come, or the age of the Messiah, 
which peer 3 agrees to this passage. This 
passage is the fulfilment of what Christ promised, 
Mark 10: 30. Luke 18: 30. Matth. 19: 29. 
considered above. The father appointed to Christ 


a kingdom, and he having returned from receiv- | 


ing it, his faithful followers enjoyed the life or 
happiness of it. They entered into the joy of 
their Lord, and shrone forth like the sun in the 
kingdom of their father. 

It may be objected—‘‘How could it be said, 


$e oe ——$—$— ——— 


| generations as an everlasting possession, and now 
casi out of it, endure in their generations an ever- 
lasting punishment, why not also believers enjoy 
eternal life, in a similar way, in the age of the 
Messiah ? This life, I conceive, is not called 
eternal on account of its endless enjoyment by 
the individuals, but from its being a life connected 

| with the kingdom of Christ, which is called an 
everlasting kingdom, which is to endure until the 
end, or resurrection of all the dead, and then mor- 
tality shall be swallowed up of life in being for- 
ever with the Lord. It is everlasting in a similar 
sense as the kingdom itself, or the gospel of this 
kingdom, which is called the everlasting gospel. 
Is it further objected—*That Matth. 24. has a 
double meaning, first, in the destruction of Jeru- 
salem during that generation, and second, in the 
| dissolution of this world and a day of general 
judgment ?” But why not give it twenty mean- 
ings and accomplishments as well as two? And 





‘these shall go away into everlasting punishment, |, why not say the same of all the discourses which 
but the righteous into life eternal,’ if endless} our Lord delivered? Our Lord declared “All 
duration in a future state be not meant, for such || these things shall come on this generation,” but 
persons could only live a few years in this world || did he intimate that they were again to be fulfil- 
either to suffer or enjoy ?” In regard to the word | led ina still higher sense at a day of general 
everlasting being associated with the term life it ||judgment ? No, nothing like this is said by him ; 
can occasion no serious difficulty. The wise and without proof, such an objection does not 
everlasting is also applied to the kingdom of | require a serious refutation. At any rate, let the 
Christ, and the gospel of this kingdom is called | evidence for this be produced, and we shall give 
“the everlasting gospel.” But surely no one | it a serious consideration. 
ever thought that the gospel is to be preached to. [For the Christian Intelligencer.) 
the endless ages of eternity. Is it said, ‘“How, ? : . : 
could the apostles enjoy everlasting life in the Man’s Punishment and Future State. 
kingdom of God here, seeing a few years termi- | NO. 2. 
nates the existence of every man in this world ?” | This we among ourselves may speak, 
I answer this by asking, how could Samuel abide | phe ee ay sage ra 

6? ' e must be cau 
before the Lord forever ? Or how could the slave | Perfection—truths, such as these are.—Hudibras 
serve his master forever? In short, how could | Upon reflection, it must be apparent to every 
the priesthood be enjoyed by Aaron and his sons} candid reader, that nothing can be more ungener- 
forever ? Or the land of Canaan be an inheritance || ous, uncharitable, and reprehensible in the eyes 
to Israel forever? But these remarks I have | of philanthropy and common sense, than to suf- 
merely. suggested for consideration. Allowing | fer the ignorant and credulous part of mankind to 
they have no weight, the grand subject of our H continue in error, and to be imposed upon, under 
investigation stands unaffected ; for all must ad- | the pretence that a knowledge, or a full exposi- 
mit the remarkable fact, that frequent as eternal || tion of their errors, would make them licentious- 
life is mentioned, yet no sacred writer ever ven- ly cruel and courageously wicked. Those who 
tured to speak of eternal death ; and it is with the | hold out such an idea, are actuated entirely by 
application of this word to future punishment we | selfish motives, and have but a limited, unenviable, 
are at present chiefly concerned. .1 would add yea contemptible view of the dignity of human 
here, that it is certain, everlasting is applied in| nature. ‘They are influenced at least, though per- 
Scripture both to punishment and enjoyment, haps not fully sensible of the fact themselves, by 
when all allow endless duration is not meant. | a groundless fear of endangering their own safety, 
Why not so here, when we have seen that eternal | and not, as they fain would indicate, by any fee!- 
life was to be enjoyed in the world to come, which || ings of tender regard and brotherly love towards 
istoend? That the present punishment of the) those unfortunate individuals, who are thus: gro- 
Jews is called everlasting, no one can dispute, | ping in darkness, bewildered by the jack-o’-lan- 
and we think has been shown, is the punishinent | terns of others. 
referred to in this very passage. If the Jews,| Sin and wickedness abound in the world, not 
while in Canaan, enjoyed it successively in their |’ from a superabundance of knowledge respecting 
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righteousness ; but solely ignorance. Therefore, | 
whatever has a tendency to conceal truths of any | 
kind, which relate to the universal character of | 
man, or whoever countenances such a conceal- 
ment, encourages the spread of wickedness and 
sin, in a corresponding ratio. And, hence, I con- 
tend there is no truth, of universal interest and ap- } 
plication, so bold and imposing in its nature, or 
which can be so immediately destructive of any, 
commonly received opinion, as to be dangerous in , 
its developement, or unsafe to be nade known and 
maintained in the world. Andon the other hand, | 
there is no error, of the character mentioned, so | 
deeply rooted and incorporated with the popular | 
opinions of the world, as to be preferable to the) 
truth which it conceals, or which may not safe- | 
ly, and ought not to be openly, fearlessly and in-| 
genuously exposed. 
In view of the simple truths just advanced, I, 
will proceed to explain, according to my under-| 
standing, the error which has long been, and con- | 
tinues to be entertained by many, in relation to. 
the punishment and future stale of man, While it is, | 
of all others, the most important that mankind have 





- a 


bles, or in any shape ajludes to a future state of 
man’s existence ? Or which, in any way, extends 
man’s existence beyond his return unto dust ? Or 
which connects him at all, or in the least degree 
with a future state ? I answer, No. Why then 
is it said, that man’s disobedience to God in this 
world, affects his happiness, or causes him mise- 
ry in a world which is to come ? Has man had 
a second fall? Reader, the fraud is dealt out to 
you in sweetened potions. It is not found in the 
damnation expressed, but in the salvation implied. 
You read it not in the * fall of man,” for it is not 
there. But you are taught it first, and solely con- 
cerning the story of ‘‘ man’s redemptivn.” Stil! 
it is noteven there. The error lies in pre-suppo- 
sing it tobe there. The New Testament would 
never have been twisted into a construction favor- 


| able to it, except through an erroneous pre-suppo- 


sition to that effect. The truth is, most of us are 
educated within the vicinity, and as it were, with- 
in sight of an endless burning hell ; and are taught 
to consider the Testament as a complete geogra- 
phy of it ; and consequently, when we look into 


that volume, we anticipate our story, or set off in 


ever been tricked into by artifice and priesteraft, || high expectation of finding in it undeniable allusions 
it is, of all others, the most palpable to reason, when | to a future world, and descriptions of endless tor- 
reason is not trammmeled by fear, or tortured by || ments. 


So firmly rooted are such pre-suppositions, 
superstition. \ that whenever we meet in it the word salvation, 

The idea, that God will punish ina future state, || redemption, or their counterparts, we take it for 
with everlasting torments, the sins which men || granted, that they have immediate reference to the 
commit in this world, never was a legitimate off- || affairs of a future world. We go upon the suppo- 
spring of the Bible. And instead of its being a || sition, that the human family has been sentenced to 
part of the doctrines of the Bible, or in any shape, || eternal damnation, or that the whole human fami- 
or degree allied to them, it is a foundling which | ly are in a state of condemnation unto future pun- 
has been forced upon the ignorant and timid part lishment. But nothing can’ be more erroneous, 
of mankind for maintenance, nobody knows by || unfounded, and inconsistent both with the goodness 
whom, or at what time, and is alike destitute of | and wisdom of Deity, and with the nature of man. 
pedigree and of worth. It owes its success to the || Look from Genesis to the end of Malachi, and you 
dread which its imposing and awful appearance | will find nothing of the kind intimated. Christ 


excites in the mind of the credulous spectator, and | 
which, by disarming reason of its wonted firmness | 
and at the same time suggesting a forlorn hope of | 
mercy, secures to it a reception, without exposing 
its real character to detection. 

In the Bible we read of the disobedience, and 
fwhat is called] the fall of man. But neither in 
the one do we discover any thing worthy of pun- 





ishment in a future world, nor in the other do 
we discover such a punishment. 
gainst his Maker, and, in return, his Maker said. 
to him,—'t Cursed is the ground for thy sake : in 
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life ; 
Thorns and thistles shail it bring forth to thee: and 
thou shalt eat the herb of the field: In the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread till thow return unto the 
ground ; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou| 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”? Here ends the 
sentence, and in it we have the “ fall of man.” 
But in it do we discover any thing which resem- 





Man sinned a-| 


labored, and suffered, and died for the redemption 
of man ; but not for his redemption from punish- 
ment in a future state of existence, because the Al- 
mighty Governor of the universe never had pro- 
nounced such a sentence upon man. His Provi- 
dence embraces no such system of criminal law. 
Nay, he has not made and constituted man_ with 
any powers which extend into another world, but 
with such only as comport with his finite extst- 
ence here. Deity, in the onset of creation, cir 
cumscribed the sphere of man’s operations by the 
orbit in which he is placed, and by the duration 
which the natnre of his animal system speaks.— 
When he leaves this world, or returns unto the 
ground, out of which he was taken, his connec 
tion with this would, and the things of this world 
ceases, and his spirit in surviving, survives for 
purposes altogether new and unknown. This 





| subject, however, requires further explanation. 
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{ 
DIVINE ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY. 

Our readers will undoubtedly be much gratified in the) 

perusal of the following arguments, for the truth and di- | 


vine origin of the Christian Religion. It is from a small } 
volume on thie subject, by Bishop Porteus, designed prin- || 


cipally for the instruction of young persons. And while | 
we earnestly recommend this article, and others which 


may hereafter be published, from the same admirable au- | 


ther, to the attention and consideration of the Youth, we | 
are persuaded it will be no less interesting and useful to 
many, of more advanced years. The proposition which 
is here-supported with uncommon perspicuity and cogency, 
is, that the several Books of'the New Testament, are the 
productions of those persons to whom they are ascribed, 


and centain a correct history of the life and religion of || 


Jesus Christ. We consider this brief Treatise by the late 
Bishop of London, as decidedly superior to any thing we 
have seen of the kind, and of the same dimensions. 
more comprehensive, argumentative and convincing. 
casional selections from the “Summary of Evidences,” 
will be offered to our readers, as our limits will permit.-- 
We shall abridge and vary the succession of propositions, 
as may best suit our convenience. 


Tt is) 
Oc- | 


been present at the transactions which they record. St. 
Luke expressly says this in the beginning of his gospel, 
which opens with these words: “ Forasmueh as many 
ave taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of 
those things which are most surely believed amongst us 3 
even as they delivered them unto us, which from the be- 
ginning were eye witnesses and ministers of the word, it seem- 
| ed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of 
| all things wary the very first, to write unto thee, in order, 
_tmost excellent Theophilus, that theu mightest know the 
| certainty of those things wherein thou hast been instract- 
jed.” St. Luke also being the author of the Acts of the 
| Apostles, we have, for the writers of these five books, per- 
sons who had the most perfect knowledge of every thing 
they relate, either from their own personal observation, or 
from immediate communications with those who saw and 
heard every thing that passed. 

They could not, therefore, be themselves deceived ; nor 
| could they have the least inducement, or the least inclina- 
| lion, to deceive others, 

‘I bey were plain, honest, artless, unlearned men, in very 
humble occupations of life, and utterly incapable of invent- 
ing or carrying on such a refined and complicated system 
of fraud, as the Christian religion must have been if it was 
nottrue. ‘There are, besides, the strongest marks of fair- 
ness, candor, simplicity and truth throughout the whole of 
their narratives. Their greatest enemies have never at- 
tempted to throw the least stain upon their characters ; and 
, how then can they be supposed capable of so gross an im- 
position as that of asserting and propagating the most im- 
| pudent fiction? They could gain by it neither pleasure. 

profit nor power. On the contrary, it brought upon them 
the most dreadful evils, and even death itself. If therefore, 
they were cheats, they were cheats without any motive, 











The books which contain the history of Christ and the 


the Apostles. 


Luke and John, there is no more reason to doubt, than that 
the histories which we have under the names of Xenophon, 
Livy, or Tacitus, were written by those authors, 

A great many passages are alluded to or quoted from 
the Evangelists, exactly as we read them now, by a regular 
succession of Christian writers, from the time of the apos- 
tles duwn to this hour; and at a very early period their 
names @re mentioned as the authors of their respective 
gospels; which is more than can be said for any other an- 
cient historian whatever. 

These books have always been considered by the whole 
Christian world, froin the Apostolic age, as containing a 
faithful history of their religion, and therefore they ought 
to be received as such ; just as we allow the Koran to con- 
tain a genuine account of the Mahometan religion, and the 
sacred hooks of ihe Bramins to contain a true representa- 
tion of the Hindoo religion. 

That all the facts related is these writings, and the ac- 
counts given of every thing our Saviour said and did, are 
ulso stricly true, we have the most substantial ground for 
believing : 

For, in the first place, the writers had the very best 
means of information and could not possibly be deceived 


and without any advantage ; nay, contrary to every motive 


and every advantage that usually influence the actions of 
Christian Religion, are the four Gospels and the Acts of || men. 
‘That the gospels were written by the per- | under pain of severest punishment, and yet, on this suppo- 
sons Whose names they bear, namely, Matthew, Mark, | 


They preached a religion which forbids falsehood 


sition, they supported that religion by falsehood ; and 
whilst they were guilty of the basest and most useless 
knavery themselves, they were taking infinite pains, and 
going through the greatest labor and sufferings, in order to 
teach honesty to all mankind. 

is this credible ? Is this possible ? Is not this a mode of 
acting so contrary to all experience, to all the principles of 
huuran nature, and, to all the usual motives of human con- 
duct, as to exceed the utmost bounds of belief, and to com- 
pel every reasonable man to reject at once so monstrous & 
supposition. 

‘The facts, therefore, related in the Gospels, and in the 
acts of the Apostles, even those evidently iniraculous, must 
be true; for the testimony of those who die for what they 
assert is evidence sufficient to support any miracle what- 
ever. And this opinion of their veracity is strongly con- 
firmed by the following considerations : 

There are, in all the sacred writings of the New Testa- 
ment, continual allusions and references to things, persons, 
places, manners, customs, and opinions which are found 
to be perfectly conformable to the real state of things, at 
that time, as represented by disinterested and contempora- 
ry writers. Had their story been a forgery, they would 


certainly have been detected in some mistake or other con- 





themselves, 


_ And in the next place, they could have no conceivable | 
inducement for imposing upon others. 


St. Matthew and St. John were two of our Lord’s Apos- || 


tles; his constant companions and attendants throughout 


cerning these incidental circumstances, which yet they 


| ave never once been. 


Then as to the facts themselves which they relate, great 
numbers of them are mentioned and admitted both by Jew- 


ish and Roman historians ; such as the star that appeared 


the whole of his ministry. They were actually present at || at our Saviour’s birth, the journey of the wise men to Beth- 
the scenes which they describe ; eye witnesses of the facts, | lehem, Herod’s murder of the infants under two years old, 
and ear witnesses of the discourses, which they relate. | many particulars concerning John the Baptist and Herod, 

St. Mark and St. Luke though not themselves Apostles, | the crucifiction of our Lord under Pontius Pilate, and the 
yet were the contemporaries and companions vf Apostles, || earthquake and miraculous darkness which attended it—- 
and in habits of society and friendship with those who had | Nay, even many of the miracles which Jesus bimeselt 
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wrought, particularly the curing the lame and blind, and 
casting out devils, are, as to the matters of fact, expressly 
owned and admitted by several of the earliest and most 
implacable enemies of Christianity. For though they as- 
cribe these miracles to the assistance of evil spirits, yet 
they allowed that the miracles themselves were actually 
wrought. 


This testimony of our adversaries, even to the miracu- | 


lous parts of the sacred history, is the strongest possible 
confirmation of the truth and authority of the whole. 

It is also certain, that the books of the New-Testament 
have come down to the present times without any mater- 


ial alteration or corruption; and they are, in all essential | 


points, the same as they came from the hands of their au- 
thors. 

That in the various transcripts of these writings as in all 
other ancient books, a few letters, syllables, or even words, 
may have been changed, we do not pretend to deny ; but 
that there has been any design or fraudulent corruption o 
any considerable part, especially of any doctrine, or any 
important passage of history, no one has ever attempted, 
or been able to prove. Indeed it was absolutely impossi- 


ble. There can be no doubt but that, as soon as any of 
the original writings eame out of the hands of their authors, | 


great numbers of copies were immediately taken, and sent 
to all the different Christian churches. We know that 
they were publicly read in the religious assemblies of the 
first Christians. We know, also, that they were very soon 
translated into a variety of foreign languages, and these 
ancient versions (many of which still remain) were quickly 
dispersed into all parts of the known world ; nay, even 


several of the original manuscripts remained to the time of | 


‘Tertullian, at the end of the second century. There are 
numberless quotations from every part of the New Testa- 


ment by christian writers, from the earliest ages down to | 


the present, all which substantially agree with the present 
text of the sacred writings. 


sects and heresies soon arose in the Christian church, and 


each of these appealed to the scriptures for the truth of 
their doctrines. It would, therefore, have been utterly 
impossible for any one sect to have made any material al- 
teration in the sacred books withodt being immediately 
detected and exposed by all the others. Their mutual jeal- 
ousy and suspicion of each other, would effectually prevent 
any gross adulteration of the sacred volumes; and with 
respect to lesser matters, the best and most able critics 
have, after the most minute examination, asserted and 
proved, that the holy scriptures of tle New Testament 


have suffered less from the injury of time, and the errors of 


transcribers, than any other ancient writings whatever. 


THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF MOSES. 
Mr. E-prror--I am perfectly satisfied with the solution, 
which you published, on the 86th page of your interesting | 


paper, of the “ biblical difficulty” that 1 presented. You 
will accept my gratitude for your kindness, and allow me 
to offer another inquiry, for your consideration. 
conversing with a Freewill Baptist preacher, the other day, 
he expressed great satisfaction on hearing the subject of 
my first inquiry, so rationally explained. He also told me 
that he had met with no small degree of embarrassment, 
in attempting to answer the inquiries of people, respecting 
the 34th chap. of Deuteronomy. The di culty consisted, 
in satisfying intelligent inquirers, how Moses could give 
an historical account of his own death and burial. As a 
prophet, he might have foretold those events ; but how 
could he relate them as an historian ? Your opinion on the 

subject will be gratefully received. 

A youne Preacuer. 

‘ ANSWER. 
We cannot better express our own opinion on the above 
question, than by quoting the words of the erudite Dr. Ad- 


As I was | ; ; ; 
. | called to an account, in 1821, charged with the crime of 


am Clarke, in his comment On that chapter. Nor indeed 
‘would it be prudent for us to do it, lest some benevolen;, 
guardian friend should, “ from pure respect for the Editor.” 
| publish us to the world, as having denied the authenticity 
‘of the Pentateuch, to the great discredit of our common 


| cause. 

“ 4nd Moses went out from the plains of Moab, &c. This 
chapter (says Dr, Clarke,) could not have been written by 
'| Moses. A man certainly could not give an account of his 
|} own death and burial. We may therefore consider Mo. 
ses’ words as ending with the conclusion of the preceding 
i chapter, as what follows could not possibly have been written 
‘| by himself. ‘Yo suppose that he anticipated those cireum- 

stances, or that they were shown to him by an especial 
1 revelation, is departing far from necessity and propriety, 
|| and involving the subject in absurdity ; for God gives tio 
prophetic intimations but such as are absolutely necessary 
'|to be made; but there is no necessity here, for the spirit 
| which inspired the writer of the following book, would nai- 
| urally communicate the matter that concludes this. I be- 
'| lieve, therefore, that Deut. ch. 34: should constitute the 

first chapter of the book of Joshua.” 
'| Now, although it might be ésteemed infidelity in us, to 
| advance the above opinions, yet, it will doubtless be ac- 
'|knowledged as pure sanctity,in the learned and pious 
|| Clarke! And we are happy in believing, that when “« 
young Preacher,” or the Freewill Elder, has carefully aut 
candidly examined the subject, he will find, that the last 
| chapter of Deuteronomy, ought to have been placed, as the 
| first chapter of Joshua ; in which arrangement, no diflicul- 
And that such a mis- 


ty could occur, as above suggested. 


Besides which, a variety of | take, in dividing the books, is supposeable, without any 


_diseredit to the authors, is also undeniable. This will be 
/admitted, when we consider, that the division of the holy 
| writings into chapters, sections, verses, &c. took place long 
| since those books were written. “In those early ages, 
| several books were connected together, and followed each 
other on the same roll,” without any marks of division, 
‘points, or pauses whatever. How extremely natural then, 
| to infer, that when the Bible came to be divided into books, 
| chapters, &c. that the part which ought to have been insert- 
_ed as the first chapler of Joshua, was accidentally subjoined 


| to the book of Deuteronomy ? 





EXCOMMUNICATION, 
| Mr. James Lamb, of Newfane, (Vt.) an upright and worthy 
|| member of the Congregational Church in that town, was 


| heresy, for having expressed his belief in the doctrine of 
“the final restoration of all things by Jesus Christ.” After 
occasional labors with bim to induce bis return to the bar- 
barous notion of endless misery, but without success, the 
church proceeded, in 1826, to carry their excommunicat- 
| ing design into execution. They were unable to answer 
the questions and arguments which the venerable old man, 
in the 75th year of his age, had proposed to them, and pro- 
nounced him to be so familiar with the Scriptures as to be 
| unmanageable in regard to bis doctrine. Finding that his 


| 


/ membership in the Church could not be retained, peaceab- 
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ly, Mr. Lamb requested a letter of dismission ; but this rea- 
sonable demand was peremptorily denied him. Hence, 
after be had received a letter, forewarning him of his ap- 
proaching fate, by Rev. Mr. Bates, the Pastor of said church, 
and had answered it in a serious and able manner, the sen- 
tence of excommunication was formally passed, on the 2d 
of July, 1826. 

The substance of the Calvinistic decree, is as follows, 
viz. “ The Church ef Christ in Newfane, to Mr. James 
Lamb. 
plaines, together with the evidence produced, have judged 


you guilty of heresy ;” [for believing in the restitu- 


tion of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of 


all his hely prophets, since the world began} “I do there- 
fore, in the name and by the authority of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and with the consent of this church, declare thee, 
James Lamb, excommunicated and cast out of the commu- 
nion of the church of Christ—debar thee from their privi- 


leges, and deliver thee into the visible kingdom of Satan, | 


for the destruction of thy fleshly and corrupt principles and 
practices, that thy spirit may be saved in the day of the 
L wi Jesus. CHANDLER BATES, Pastor.” 
Itis worthy our special consideration, that a respectable 
and virtuous member of a Christian Church, should be 
committed to the visible kingdom of an invisible devil, barely 
for believing what God has declared, viz. that the devil and 
all his works shall be finally destroyed! But the question 
occurred to our mind, whether the Rev. Pastor had accom- 
plished, even in his own opinion, any thing more, than 
ceremonially to denounce a good old man, of 75, as an 
heretic, merely to answer sectarian purposes. If such were 
not the object, why not give him a letter of dismission ? 
Abri'd from C. Repository. 





Depreation. We are happy to learn by the Magazine, 
that the new Universalist Meeting-House, lately erected at 
Duxeury, (Mss.) was dedicated to the one onLY and TRUE 
Gop, on the 18th ultimo, The services were introduced 
by an Anthem ; select portions of Scripture read by Br. B 


Whittemore ; Introductory Prayer, by Br. C. Gardner , 


Dedicatory Prayer, by Br. 8. Streeter ; the Sermon, by Br. | 
H. Ballou, from Psalms c¢.3,4,5; and the Concluding 


Prayer, by Br. J. H. Bugbee. 

In the afternoon a Sermon was delivered by Br. 8. Street- 
er, from Matt. vii. 12. The audiences were numerous and 
attentive, and the performances by the Choir, highly cred- 
itable to their attainments in sacred music. 

The House is uncommonly neat and suitably elegant in 
its architectural appearance, and cost but three thousand 
dollars, though its dimensions are 60 feet by 40, containing 
66 large pews, with a gallery for the singers, ingeniously 
and happily constructed. 

We heartily rejoice on receiving this pleasing intelli- 
gence of our friends and brethren at Duxbury, praying 


host earnestly tu the “ Master of Assemblies,” that their 


The Church having seriously examined the com- | 


‘| of a blissful immortality 


oe 
temple may be to them and their children, “None other 
than the House of God, and the very gate of heaven.” 


——--- 


THE (Proviprnce) TELESCOPE & MISCELLANY. 

We are informed by “ A Believer in Divine Revelation,” 
that the above named paper must now be discontinued, for 
want of patronage. This unpleasant circumstance verifies 
our opinion, that the patrons of that publication would not 
justify “the principal conductor” of it, (as a friend calls him) 
in the course he has pursued, if they were acquainted with 
the facts of the case. (See page 61.) Their decided disap- 
probation is now effectually expressed. 

But whilst that Editor has been accomplishing the deg- 
radation of his own paper, we have been encouraged and 
| honored with the addition of about one hundred new sub- 
But we discard the idea 
| of rejoicing and triumphing over a fallen opponent. ‘True 
| magnanimity will never accept of withered laurels as the 





scribers. Such is the contrast ! 


|| palm of victory. We are heartily sorry that a deluded 
brother should lacerate and destroy his own publication, in 
Let 
him consult our maxim; (see page 78,) “Great is the 
TRUTH and i sHaut prevail!” It is our earnestdesire that 
| the * Telescope and Miscellany” may be soon revived, and, 


attempting to debase the “ Christian Intelligencer.” 


if conducted on pacific and honorable principles, be cheered 

| by aliberal and increasing patronage. With pleasure should 

| we do all in our power, to extend ils circulation and usefulness. 
Our feelings are, as ever, perfectly benevolent. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

“S. T.” will appear next week.—“Letrer No, 6” came 
too late for insertion in this paper. The author would 
confer a favor by forwarding them, at least one day earlier 
in the weck.—“Denmarx’s” request had escaped our re- 
collection. 








| 
MARRIBD, 


In this town, by Elder S. Rand, Mr. Nathaniel Lefavor to Miss Rox- 
alana Talbot. 

By Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Samuel Woodside to Miss Fidelia, daugh- 
ter of Capt. Hosea Hafford.-Mr. Thomas C. Attwick to Miss Mary 
Ann Noyes. 








' 
| 
| 


| DIED, 
|| In this town, Mt. Samuel Springer, aged 57.—-Mr. Abie’ Hall, ag, 36: 
| At Funchal, (Madeira) to which place he had resorted for the resto- 
i} ration of bis health, Mr. Jos1an Cox, jr. metehant, of this town, aged 
1297 years. A young gentleman of the most amiable manners, and up- 
|} right and irreproachable character. 

In Windham, on the 25th ult. Rev. Perer Tuacner Smita, in the 
| goth year of his age. 
In Norfolk, Va. July 10, Mr. Atpex Emmons, a worthy young man, 
ll son of Mr. Abel Emmons, of Hartland, Vt. He had been absent from 
|| his father’s house about two weeks, on his way to North-Carolina. 
| In Barre, Vt. on the 11th ultimo, Mr. Enaanxan, son of Capt. Peter 
|| Nicols, aged 21 years. As he drew near to the gates of the grave, he 

manifested entire reconciliation to his approaching fate, and having 
i addressed his weeping parents, sisters, relatives and friends, who stood 
|| around his bedside, in the mostfeeling and pathetic manner, exhorting 
\|then to live virtuously and piously; be expressed his unshaken belief 
i in the ultimate salvation ofall meu. With death in his immediate view 
| he exclaimed, * I am the happiest being on earth! glary to God in the 
highest !"—Ch. Repos 

In Londonderry, Vt, Mr. Jonaruan Emmons, aged 66, one of the Rev 
olutionary patriots, and an unwavering Universalist. He died in hope 
beyond the grave.——ibid, 
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POETRY. 


[From the Universalist Magazine.] 
FRIENDSHIP. 


How Dlest the connexion, 
Where social affection 
Unites heart to heart, in a circle of friends, 
When envy has vanish’d 
And hatred is banish’d, 
And love, to each bosom, her blessing extends. 








It hailows our pleasures, 
Enhances our treasures, 
A value, to ev’ry enjoyment imparts, 
It softens our anguish, 
When wretched, we languish 
And lightens the sorrows, that prey on our hearts 


Let bold warriors quarrel, 
For honors and laurel ; 
And proud princes struggle for glory and pow’r, 
Tis all, but a notion, 
Their pow’r and promotion, 
Are light airy phamtoms, that fade in ar hour. 


Let some doat on pleasures, 
And others on treasures, 
And all the gay vanities man e’er possess’d ; 
Their riches are baubles, 
Their joys are but troubles, 
Unhballow’d and worthless, by friendship unbless’d. 


The Author of Nature ; 
Tho world’s great Creator, 
Made man, his bright image, on earth to reflect, 
In love’s sweet communion, 
Cemented the union, 
Of friend and companion, the work to perfect. 


The wretch that would sever 
The sacred tie, never 
Can partake of the joys, for his species design’d ; 
Man, made for each other, 
As sister and brother, 
In friendship alone, can true happiness find. 
J. Frieze. 








ANECDOTE. 
A clergyman not long since remarked in the 
ulpit, that it was a celebrated saying of George 


‘hitfield, that man was not only half beast and |} 


half devil, but all beast and all devil ; he howev- 
er, (the clergyman) was prepared to prove that 
every child born into the world was all devil.— 
He then made an attempt todo so, making no- 
tions of original sin the basis of the argument.— 
The next day one of his hearers happened to be 
in company with him at the house of a mutual 
friend, when a pretty innocent looking child came 
into the room. The gentleman addressed it in 
this manner. 
il.” ‘* What in the world do you meen by this 
kind of language ?” says the clergyman, offended 
at its use in his presence. ‘‘ Why,” says the oth- 


er, ‘‘is there any harm init ?” ‘* To be sure 
there is,” 


replied the clergyman. ‘ You must 


‘“< Come here you pretty little dev- | 





{ answer for it, for I learned it from-you.” “‘Learp- 
\ed if from me!” ‘‘ Yes, I heard you say _yester- 
day, that children were all devils, and I am sure, 
if they are, this is a very pretty little one.” 





The Historical Account in Genesis. 


‘< It was easy for Moses to be satisfied of the 
truth of all he relates in the book of Genesis,* as 
| the account came to him through the medium of 
|very few persons. From Adam to Noah there 
| was but one man necessary to the correct trans. 
| mission of the history of a period of 1656 years, 
Now this history was, without doubt, perfectly 
known to Methuselah, who livedto see them both. 
‘In like manner, Sheny connected Noah and Abra- 
/ham, having lived to converse with both ; as Isaac 
‘did with Abraham and Joseph, from whom those 

things might be easily conveyed'to Moses by Amn- 
ram, who was cotemporary with Joseph. Suppo- 
sing, then, all the curious facts recorded in the 
book of Genesis had no other authority than the 
tradition} already referred to, théy would stand 
upon a foundation of credibility superior to any 
| that the most reputable of the ancient Greek and 
| Latin historians can boast.” * Indeed the nar- 
_rative is so simple ; so much like truth ; so‘con. 
sistent every where with itself; so’ correct in its 
dates ; so impartial in its biography ; so accurate 
in its philosophical details ; so pure in its moral- 
ity ; and so benevolent in its design, as amply to 
demonstrate that it never could have had am earth- 
ly origin. In this case also, Moses constructed 
every thing according to the pattern which God 
shewed him m the mount.” Dr. Crarke. 

















* «The beok of Gentsis has its name from the title it 
bears in the Sepruactnt, Biblos Genestos, (ch. 2: 4,) which 
signifies the book of the Generation ; but is called in Hebrew 
Bereshith, “In the beginning,” from its initia! word: it i¢ 
the most ancient history in the world ; and from the great 
variety of its singular details, and most interesting accounts, 
is as far superior in its value and importance to all others, 
as it is in its antiquity.” 

{Is not the book of Genesis, precisely such a sketch of 
the times to which it alludes, as might have been expected 
from tradition 2 ‘Though some of its most interesting 4” 
entertaining parts are told at considerable length, as is the 

case in relation to Abraham and Isaac, Esau and Jacob, 
| Joseph and his brethren, still, that it must have been a mere 
| sketch of the times is evident from the fact, that those ta 
pages embrace atthe least computation, a period of 36 
years. Correct tradition would naturally preserve and 
transmit the most interesting parts of a nation’s history. 
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BALFOUR’S 
;FIRST AND SECOND INQUIRY, 
: FOR SALE BY 

NATH’L. SWAZEY, BATH, (Maine.) 
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